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THE BANFF WORLD MEDIA FESTIVAL SECURES AN 
EXCLUSIVE ‘IN CONVERSATION’ WITH  

PROLIFIC SHOWRUNNER JED MERCURIO  
 

BANFF marks Mercurio’s first speaking engagement in North America 
 

One of today’s most successful showrunners, Mercurio is behind record-
breaking hits such as Bodyguard and Line of Duty 

 
Toronto, Canada – April 10, 2019 – The Banff World Media Festival (BANFF) is proud to announce an exclusive 
‘In Conversation With’ session featuring BAFTA nominee Jed Mercurio, creator and showrunner of recent 
blockbuster dramas Bodyguard and Line of Duty. The Festival will take place June 9-12, 2019 at the Fairmont Banff 
Springs Hotel in Banff, Alberta, Canada.   
 
The finale of BBC One’s Bodyguard was watched by an audience of 17.1 million people, per 28-day 4-screen 
consolidated figures. This makes it the UK’s most watched episode of any drama series across all channels since 
current records began, in 2002. This is the largest audience recorded for a TV program outside of sporting and 
national events since 2010. Episode one of season five of Line of Duty received a 4-screen consolidated audience of 
11.4m viewers, making it the most watched program of 2019 so far across all channels.  This is the highest 
audience ever achieved by an episode of Line of Duty. 
 
“Jed Mercurio is one of the hottest showrunners on the planet right now, with two series dominating in the United 
Kingdom, and across the globe,” said Jenn Kuzmyk, Executive Director of BANFF.  “Both Bodyguard and Line of Duty 
capture the zeitgeist of today’s real world issues in a way that is both entertaining and provocative. We are 
honoured to welcome Jed to the festival to discuss his work, his view on the industry, and his future plans.” 
 
Marking his first North American speaking engagement, Mercurio will take part in an exclusive “In Conversation 
With” session at BANFF, taking place on Monday June 10th. He is one of the few British screenwriters to work as a 
showrunner. His most recent productions, Bodyguard and Line of Duty, have broken audience records in the UK. 
His other credits include Lady Chatterley’s Lover, Critical, Strike Back, Bodies, The Grimleys and Cardiac Arrest. Line 
of Duty and Bodies are both winners of the Royal Television Society Award for Best Drama Series; Line of Duty won 
the 2018 Broadcasting Press Guild Award for Best Drama Series and Mercurio won Best Writer. The first four 
seasons of Line of Duty have so far been nominated for 10 BAFTA Awards. Mercurio is a four-time nominee as Best 
Drama Writer for both the Royal Television Society and Writers’ Guild of Great Britain. He is a former hospital 
physician and Royal Air Force officer, having originally planned to specialize in aviation medicine. 
 
BANFF is a premium marketplace and conference, an intimate space where unparalleled access, creative 
inspiration and expert insight combine to launch fresh content and new business strategies. For 40 years, BANFF 
has welcomed the best and brightest media minds on the planet to Canada’s majestic Rocky Mountains. The festival 
has grown into a must-attend annual event where media moguls, producers, creatives and industry stakeholders 
along with broadcasters and digital media companies tackle issues and trends, forge relationships and nurture 
partnerships in one of the world’s most stunning landscapes. 
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Attracting over 250 international buyers and delegates from more than 25 countries including a wide-ranging 
cross-section of television and digital media professionals, BANFF delivers a comprehensive examination of the 
opportunities and challenges facing the screen industries through keynotes from global leaders, contentious panel 
discussions, pre-booked Face-to-Face Meetings with industry decision-makers, expert forecasts, celebrity Master 
Classes, networking, critical case studies and more. 
 

### 
 
For press and media inquiries please contact: 
Pam Wilson 
Ink Media Corporation 
Tel: 818 495 3800; Cell: 310 849 7303  
Pam.wilson@inkmediacorp.com  
 
About the Banff World Media Festival  
The Banff World Media Festival is one of the world’s most important conferences serving the entertainment 
industry, dedicated to global content development, production, broadcast and distribution. BANFF provides a 
platform for the evolving media industry to develop its creative and business objectives. BANFF serves as the 
leading annual destination for co-production and co-venture partners and is an unparalleled marketplace for over 
1,500 international decision-makers to connect and forge new business deals. BANFF’s Rockie Awards 
International Program Competition is one of the largest awards programs of its kind with participation from more 
than 40 countries and 150 senior industry jurors from around the world. The festival’s renowned Rockies Gala 
Awards honour some of the most influential creators and executives in the industry in a star-studded evening of 
entertainment and celebration.  
  
@banffmedia  
#BANFF40 
#banff2019  
#BANFFRockies2019 
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